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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 11 9(a)-(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claim 50 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. The applicant is claiming that the capturing device 
deletes the plurality of images after the plurality of images are transmitted to the 
external apparatus. As is currently understood by the examiner, the capturing device 
appears to be doing this automatically. The only information that the examiner found 
was that the user manually selects which images are to be deleted after the images 
have been transmitted and only if the user was interested in deleting them to begin with. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-2 and 4-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Fredlund et al. (US Patent 5,666,215). 

6. In regards to claim 1, Fredlund discloses a photofinisher that receives film from a 
customer, scans the film, and stores the scanned images (Column 2 Lines 28 - 31), 
wherein the receiving unit receives the plurality of images from a corresponding user 
(Column 7 Lines 18-19). Moreover, the images files are stored in a storage device, 
which were scanned from the photofinisher (Column 4 Lines 34 - 36). Furthermore, 
Fredlund also discloses a CD-writer for producing Photo CD's (Column 7 Lines 26 - 
27). 

7. In regards to claim 2, Fredlund discloses that the processed film is also scanned 
into a scanner in order to convert the negative film into digital images (Column 3 Lines 
29-31) and is attached with a customer identification number (Column 3 Lines 34 - 
36). Once the images are converted they can be later recorded onto a Photo CD, as 
was previously discussed. 

8. In regards to claim 4, Fredlund discloses that once the customer is done with 
placing an order (Column 6 Lines 30 - 36) the images can then be recorded onto a CD 
with the use of a CD-writer (Column 8 Lines 56 - 63). 

9. In regards to claim 5, Fredlund discloses a computer data entry means that 
allows a user to input information related to their images (Column 5 Lines 44 - 51 ). 
This information can then be recorded onto a recording media if the user chooses to. 
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10. In regards to claim 6, the use of using user ID's in order to access information, 
especially for online shopping, is weH known and common practice in the art. 

11. In regards to claim 7, the examiner understands that the date and the place are 
just more information that the user can input into the database that further identifies the 
images. When the user accesses the database to have select the images they would 
want recorded they can do so based on the information that was provided. Moreover, it 
is wellknown that digital cameras use such information in order to organize the images 
on its storage medium and that cameras inherently have some type of GPS unit 
imbedded in them so that phone companies can track where phone calls are being 
made and determine if the phone is in a roaming area. Therefore, when the images are 
transmitted to their location through the cellular phone a tag, such as the date and 
location, must' be sent with it so that the phone company can later charge the user for 
the extra service. 

12. In regards to claim 8, Fedlund discloses a system and method for facilitating 
ordering and re-ordering of prints from negatives (Column 2 Lines 45 - 27). Moreover, 
Fredlund discloses a computer that controls an image-capable printer for paper prints 
(Column 7 Lines 18-26). 

13. In regards to claim 9, Fredlund discloses that once the customer chooses which 
images to be re-ordered, the customer is presented with services related to the selected 
image, such as the quantity and the size (Column 2 Lines 47 - 57 Column 3 Lines 52 - 
63). 
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14. In regard to claims 10 and 11, Fredlund discloses a mass storage device that 
stores the, "...digital image along with a customer order number and a unique customer 
identification number (Column 3 Lines 33 - 36)." The customer is then able to use the 
identification number given to them to access the images they would like to be printed 
(Column 4 Lines 46 - 50). 

15. In regard to claims 12 - 14, Fredlund disclosure of a photo production and 
delivery system that allows customers to submit images to a storage device and assign 
the customers with an identification number is discussed above. The identification 
number allows them to access the storage device and select the images they would like 
printed or recorded on a medium. In the case that the customer would like the images 
to be recorded on a medium, such as a CD, a CD-writer that is integrated to a computer 
system would be used. Moreover, the optical disc would have the identification number 
and image recorded on it (Column 3 Lines 32 - 36). 

16. Claims 15 - 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipate by 
Enomoto etal. (US Patent 5,974,401/JP 10078918 A The examiner would like to 
note that the English equivalent will be used and a translation of the original 
patent of JP 10078918 A published in 1998 has been requested). 

17. In regard to claims 15, Enomoto discloses a receiving unit operable to receive a 
plurality of images from a plurality of users (Column 3 Line 16), an image keeping 
apparatus operable to keep the plurality of images received and recorded therein by the 
receiving unit (Column 3 Lines 17 - 20), a delivery-medium recording unit operable to 
record the plurality of images onto recording media in such a manner that each 
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recording media stores on or more images of the plurality of images that were received 
from one of the users (Column 8 Lines 27 - 33), a keeping-time monitoring unit 
operable to monitor a keeping time for each of the plurality of images to determine 
whether or not the keeping time reaches an end of a predetermined keeping term, the 
keeping time being a time that has passed after each of the plurality of images was 
recorded in the image keeping apparatus (Column 8 Lines 20 - 26), and a keeping time 
notifying unit operable to notify, when the keeping time is determined to reach the end 
of the predetermined keeping term, a corresponding user of each of the plurality of 
images that the predetermined term expired (Column 7 lines 4 - 8). 

18. In regards to claim 16, Enomoto discloses the image keeping apparatus deletes 
one of the plurality of images for which the predetermined term expired, if no user's 
instruction is revised from the corresponding user within a predetermined waiting time 
period after the notification (Column 7 Lines 4-8; Column 8 Lines 20 - 26). 

19. In regards to claim 17, Enomoto discloses a receiving unit operable to receive a 
plurality of images from a plurality of users (Column 3 Line 16); an image keeping 
apparatus operable to keep the plurality of images received and recorded therein by the 
receiving unit (Column 3 Lines 17 - 20); a delivery-medium recording unit operable to 1 
record the plurality of images onto recording media in such a manner that each of the 
recording media stores on ore more images of the plurality of images that were received 
form one of the users (Column 8 Lines 27 - 33); a payment-mode receiving unit 
operable to receive an instruction specifying a payment mode from each of the users 
(Column 8 Lines 13-14); and a payment processing unit operable to indirectly charge 
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each of the uses in accordance with the specified payment mode (Column 7 lines 48 - 
53). 

20. Claims 18 - 22, 25 - 27, 37 - 38, 39 - 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) 
as being anticipated by Allen et al. (US Patent 5,737,491). 

21. In regard to claims 18 and 19, Allen discloses a camera that is connected 
wirelessly to a cellular phone (Column 3 Lines 5-9) for the transmission of images to a 
server. In Table 1 a list of commands are disclosed, such as the "Send Prints 
(address)" command that will send the images to a designated address or number 
through the cellular phone (Column 2 Lines 1 - 5, Claim 7). It is inherent that these 
operations must be carried out with the use of a program and a connection-detecting 
module, Further still, Allen also discloses that the digital camera includes a transceiver 
to transmitting the digital images, and control signals to the image fulfillment server 
(external apparatus) (Column 2 Lines 48 - 51). 

22. In regards to claim 20, the examiner understands the monitoring module's 
function is to just keep track of how many pictures have been taken and that the 
predetermined number is a number chosen by the user of the camera. It is, therefore, 
obvious that digital cameras have features that monitor details concerning the camera 
and the amount of images that have been taken. When the camera can no longer hold 
any more images because it has reached a predetermined number, which happens to 
be the maximum number of images that the camera can hold, then the user can 
transmit the images in a manner that has already been previously discussed above. 
The examiner would also like to note that the camera does not have to be full in order to 
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send the images. If the user of the camera would like to transmit the images when 
some predetermined amount has been reached, which would have been chosen by the 
user of the camera then user could do so. 

23. In regards to claim 21 , Allen discloses that digital images taken by a 
photographer with a digital camera are transmitted wirelessly to a cellular phone, which 
will then be received by an image fulfillment server (Column 1 Lines 60 - 65, Column 3 
Lines 5 - 8). These pperations are carried out with a microprocessor found within the 
digital camera (Figure 1). Allen also discloses a digital camera that receives a voice 
command from a user and then automatically searches a codebook to match the voice 
command with a command that is found in the codebook. Once the command has been 
matched, the camera would then perform the function automatically based on what is 
already programmed in the codebook (Column 4 Lines 36 - 54). Further still, Allen also 
discloses that the digital camera includes a transceiver to transmitting the digital 
images, and control signals to the image fulfillment server (external apparatus) (Column 
2 Lines 48 -51). 

24. In regards to claim 22, Allen discloses a voice recognition program that allows a 
user to instruct the camera to send images to an external apparatus (Allen Column 3 
Lines 49-52). 

25. In regard to claim 25, Allen discloses that the camera "...includes an interface, 
such as a SCSI port, for connecting to an external input device 27 such as a keyboard 
or LCD touch screen. The external input device 27 may be used to enter information 
such as text annotation, electronic addresses of file names that are to be associated 
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with photographer's utterances (Column 2 Lines 63 - 67, Column 3 Line 1)." After the 
photographer takes the picture, a verbal command can be given to transmit the images 
(Column 3 Lines 49 - 52). 

26. In regards to claim 26, it is well-known in the art that a digital camera has a 
display to view stored images and select which images the user would like to view, one 
such example is Kodaks' DC4800 Digital Camera 
( http://www.pcstats.com/articleview.cfm?articlelD=593 1 

http://web.archive.Org/web/20000815073948/www.kodak.com/US/en/digital/cameras/D 
CSGatewav.ihtml) . 

27. In regards to claim 27, Allen discloses a transceiver that is part of the digital 
camera (Figure 1 , Column 2 Lines 48 - 51). 

28. In regards to claim 37, it is old and well known that images are captured and 
stored in digital cameras. 

29. In regards to claim 38, it is old and well known that digital cameras store the shot 
date and number of captured images. As a result, when the receiving unit receives the 
images from the camera, the shot date and number of captured images would be 
included as well. 

30. In regards to claim 39, it is old and well known that images are captured and 
stored in digital cameras. 

31 . In regards to claim 40, it is old and well known that digital cameras store the shot 
date and number of captured images. As a result, when the receiving unit receives the 
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images from the camera, the shot date and number of captured images would be 
included as well. 

32. In regards to claim 50, as best understood by the examiner, it is old and well 
known for digital cameras to have an option to delete images. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

33. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

34. Claims 3 and 48 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fredlund et al. (US Patent 5,666,215) in view of Komatsu et al. (US Patent 
4,817,050). 

35. In regards to claims 3 and 48, Fredlund is discussed above, but fails to teach a 
system that is able to record images at predetermined intervals. 

However, Komatsu does teach a database system that contains a counter that 
transfers data from one filing system to another after a predetermined period of time 
lapses (Komatsu Column 7 Lines 59 - 63). It would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art that having an automatic transfer system based on a predetermined time interval 
so that a user does not have to worry about when to transfer a file and to properly 
manage the storage device. 

36. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention in view of the teachings of Komatsu to modify Fredlund to 
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include a database with a counter to record images at predetermined intervals, such as 
after a predetermined period of time has lapsed. 

37. Claims 28 - 30, 36, and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fredlund etal. (US Patent 5,666,215) in view of Allen et al. (US 
Patent 5,737,491). 

38. In regards to claim 28, Fredlund discloses a photofinisher that receives film from 
a customer, scans the film, and stores the scanned images (Column 2 Lines 28 - 31), 
which can be found at a photo store, drugstore, or supermarket (Column 3 Lines 25 - 
27). Moreover, the images files are stored in a storage device, which were scanned 
from the photofinisher (Column 4 Lines 34 - 36). Furthermore, Fredlund also discloses 
a CD-writer for producing Photo CD's (Column 7 Lines 26 - 27). The order is then 
completed automatically (Column 7 Lines 18-19), the images can be returned to the 
customer by mail or picked up by the customer at the location where there were 
dropped off (Column 3 Lines 39 - 42). 

However, Fredlund fails to disclose that the digital camera automatically 
transmits the images to the receiving unit in accordance with instructions which are 
determined by the user of the digital camera. 

Allen, however, discloses a digital camera that receives a voice command from a 
user and then automatically searches a codebook to match the voice command with a 
command that is found in the codebook. Once the command has been matched, the 
camera would then perform the function automatically based on what is already 
programmed in the codebook (Column 4 Lines 36 - 54). By combining the teachings of 
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Allen with the invention of Fredlund it would allow for proper transmission of the images 
to the receiving unit and prevent any user error. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Fredlund in view of the teachings of Allen to have a digital camera 
capable automatically transmitting images to a receiving unit in accordance with 
instruction which are determined by the user of the digital camera in order to avoid 
increasing the chances of human error. 

39. In regards to claim 29, Fredlund is discussed above, but fails to teach a method 
of transmitting digital images via a phone. 

However, Allen teaches a method of transmitting images taken by a digital 
camera that is wirelessly connected to a cellular phone to a specified location so that 
images can be transmitted at any time as well as freeing up storage space on the 
camera when needed or to a magazine's photo editor (Column 1 Lines 60 - 65, Column 
3 Lines 5-9, Column 2 Lines 1 - 5, Claim 7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention in view of the teachings of Allen to modify Fredlund's method to 
include a method of transmitting images to a specified location via a cellular phone. 

40. In regards to claim 30, Fredlund discloses that the processed film is also 
scanned into a scanner in order to convert the negative film into digital images (Column 
3 Lines 29-31) and is attached with a customer identification number (Column 3 Lines 
34 - 36). Fredlund also discloses a mass storage device that stores the, "...digital 
image along with a customer order number and a unique customer identification number 
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(Column 3 Lines 33 - 36)." The customer is then able to use the identification number 
given to them to access the images they would like to be printed (Column 4 Lines 46 - 
50). 

41. In regards to claim 36, it is old and well known that digital cameras store the shot 
date and number of captured images. As a result, when the receiving unit receives the 
images from the camera, the shot date and number of captured images would be 
included as well. 

42. In regards to claim 42, it is old and well known that digital cameras store the shot 
date and number of captured images. As a result, when the receiving unit receives the 
images from the camera, the shot date and number of captured images would be 
included as well. 

43. Claim 23 -24 and 46-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Allen et al. (US Patent 5,737,491) view of Komatsu et al. (US 
Patent 4,817,050). 

44. In regards to claim 23 - 24, the examiner notes that the fact that the images are 
transmitted after a predetermined time or quantity has been reached does not affect the 
actual function of how the images are transmitted, i.e. time and quantity are the same in 
that they are both measurements that both will carry out the same function of triggering 
the transmission of the images. With that said, Allen discloses a voice recognition 
program stored in a camera, which stores images, that is connected wirelessly to a 
cellular phone, which transmits the images to an external apparatus, such as an image 
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fulfillment server (Allen Column 1 Lines 60 - 65, Column 3 Lines 5-8, Column 3 Lines 
49 - 52). 

Allen fails to teach that the transmission of these images is transmitted after a 
predetermined number or time has been reached. 

However, Komatsu does teach a database system that contains a counter that 
transfers data from one filing system to another after a predetermined period of time 
lapses (Komatsu Column 7 Lines 59 - 63). 

45. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention in view of the teachings of Komatsu to modify Allen to include a 
database with a counter to transmit images from the camera to the image fulfillment 
server after a period of time has lapsed. 

46. In regards to claims 46 - 47, Allen is discussed above, but fail to teach a system 
that is able to record images at predetermined intervals. 

However, Komatsu does teach a database system that contains a counter that 
transfers data from one filing system to another after a predetermined period of time 
lapses (Komatsu Column 7 Lines 59 - 63). It would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art that having an automatic transfer system based on a predetermined time interval 
so that a user does not have to worry about when to transfer a file and to properly 
manage the storage device. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention in view of the teachings of Komatsu to modify the Allen to 
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include a database with a counter to record images at predetermined intervals, such as 
after a predetermined period of time has lapsed. 

47. Claims 44 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Enomoto et al. (US Patent 5,974,401/JP 10078918 A The examiner would like 
to note that the English equivalent of will be used and a translation of the original 
patent of JP 10078918 A published in 1998 has been requested) in view of 
Komatsu etal. (US Patent 4,817,050). 

48. In regards to claims 44 and 45, Enomoto is discussed above, but fails to teach a 
system that is able to record images at predetermined intervals. 

However, Komatsu does teach a database system that contains a counter that 
transfers data from one filing system to another after a predetermined period of time 
lapses (Komatsu Column 7 Lines 59 - 63). It would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art that having an automatic transfer system based on a predetermined time interval 
so that a user does not have to worry about when to transfer a file and to properly 
manage the storage device. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention in view of the teachings of Komatsu to modify the combination 
of Enomoto to include a database with a counter to record images at predetermined 
intervals, such as after a predetermined period of time has lapsed. 

49. Claim 48 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fredlund et al. (US Patent 5,666,215) in view of Allen et al. (US Patent 5,737,491) 
and in further view of Komatsu et al. (US Patent 4,817,050). 
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50. In regards to claim 48, Fredlund and Allen are discussed above, but fail to teach 
a system that is able to record images at predetermined intervals. 

However, Komatsu does teach a database system that contains a counter that 
transfers data from one filing system to another after a predetermined period of time 
lapses (Komatsu Column 7 Lines 59 - 63). It would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art that having an automatic transfer system based on a predetermined time interval 
so that a user does not have to worry about when to transfer a file and to properly 
manage the storage device. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention in view of the teachings of Komatsu to modify the combination 
of Fredlund and Allen to include a database with a counter to record images at 
predetermined intervals, such as after a predetermined period of time has lapsed. 

51 . Claim 31 - 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fredlund et al. (US Patent 5,666,21 5) in view of Allen et al. (US Patent 5,737,491 ) in 
further view of Enomoto et al. (US Patent 5,974,401/JP 10078918 A The examiner 
would like to note that the English equivalent of will be used and a translation of 
the original patent of JP 10078918 A published in 1998 has been requested). 

52. In regard to claims 31 - 34, it is well known in the art that a customer must 
present a method of payment at the time that a specific service is completed whether it 
would be cash or credit. In regards to be charged through a phone company, it is well 
known in the art that phone companies will charge their customers for any extra 
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services on top of their customers' regularly monthly charges. With that said, Fredlund 
and Allen are discussed above, but fail to teach a method of payment. 

However, Enomoto does teach a payment service in which the customer 
chooses their mode of payment in the details of the charge (Column 7 Lines 48 - 53). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention in view of the teachings of Enomoto to modify Fredlund and 
Allen to include a payment service for the delivery of the submitted images. 

53. Claim 49 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fredlund et al. (US Patent 5,666,215) in view of Allen et al. (US Patent 5,737,491) in 
further view of Enomoto et al. (US Patent 5,974,401/JP 1 007891 8 A The examiner 
would like to note that the English equivalent of will be used and a translation of 
the original patent of JP 10078918 A published in 1998 has been requested) and in 
further in view of Komatsu et al. (US Patent 4,817,050). 

54. In regards to claims 49, Fredlund and Allen are discussed above, but fail to 
teach a system that is able to record images at predetermined intervals. 

However, Komatsu does teach a database system that contains a counter that 
transfers data from one filing system to another after a predetermined period of time 
lapses (Komatsu Column 7 Lines 59 - 63). It would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art that having an automatic transfer system based on a predetermined time interval 
so that a user does not have to worry about when to transfer a file and to properly 
manage the storage device. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention in view of the teachings of Komatsu to modify the combination 
of Fredlund and Allen to include a database with a counter to record images at 
predetermined intervals, such as after a predetermined period of time has lapsed. 

Response to Arguments 

55. Applicant's arguments filed 7/21/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Rejection under 35 USC §102 

56. The examiner has maintained the rejections made under 35 USC § 102. 

In response to applicant's argument that both Fredlund and Enomoto fails to 
disclose "receiving a plurality of images, which are automatically transmitted from the 
plurality of digital cameras. ..in accordance with an instruction determined by users of 
the plurality of digital cameras in advance ." , a recitation of the intended use of the 
claimed invention must result in a structural difference between the claimed invention 
and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior 
art. If the prior art structure is capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the 
claim. The applicant has not positively claimed a plurality of digital cameras, but only 
claiming a "...receiving unit operable to receive a plurality of images... ." Both Fredlund 
and Enomoto clearly disclose a photofinisher that is operable to receive a plurality of 
images. 

Rejection under 35 USC §103 
Regarding claims 6, 36, and 42 
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57. It is common knowledge to include a user ID that specifies a corresponding user 
as well as associating a shot date and number of captured images at the time of the 
invention. 

The examiner has also pointed out that it is old and well known to use an ID in 
order to access information, such as for online shopping. Moreover, it is old and well 
known that assigning user ID's in order to associate information to the user 
corresponding to the ID is old and well known in order to prevent another individual from 
either accessing or acquiring information that does not belong to them. It would have, 
been obvious to one skilled in the art that by looking at Figure 5 of Fredlund that user 
ID's would obviously be included in order to keep track of the orders being made. 

Further still, it is old and well known to store the shot date and number of 
captured images. That is to say, that it is old and well known for storage devices, such 
as applicant's image-receiving unit, to keep track of how much space has been used. 
Several methods are used in order to accomplish this, such an example would be how 
Microsoft's operating system, Windows, informs the user of how many files are currently 
occupying a users hard drive as well as informing the user of the date the file has been 
created, modified, and/or deleted. Applicants' concept of transferring this information 
from one storage device to another is not novel and has been well known in the art. 
One skilled in the art of computing and data management would have found it obvious 
that transferring such information is important in order to properly keep track of files. 
Fredlund/Komatsu 
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58. Applicants argue that claim 3 should be made allowable by virtue of its 
dependency on claim 1 . Examiner has already discussed claim 1 and has been 
rejected. As a result the rejection made towards claim 3 is maintained. 
Allen/Fredlund 

59. In response to applicants' argument that Allen teaches away from the claimed 
invention, the examiner does not understand what the applicants are attempting to 
argue. The applicants appear to be arguing that the method of Allen does not allow for 
speedy selection (page 19 last U line 3), however, on line 5 of the same page the 
applicants "respectfully submit that the speedy selection of images to be transmitted to 
the photo editor is an essential aspect of Allen." If the speedy selection is an essential 
part of Allen how does Allen teach away from this? Furthermore, the examiner notes 
that Fredlund is only being used to teach making the system automatic, not to increase 
the number being transferred. Further still, applicants disclose (page 13 3 rd U 3) that 
applicants invention is for a speedy image service in order to alleviate the burden 
manually selecting and transmitting images out of the capturing device because theses 
operations are performed automatically. As it currently stands the claims of the instant 
application do not differentiate from the method disclosed by Allen in view of Fredlund. 
Allen/Komatsu 

60. Applicants argue that Komatsu fails to teach or suggest automatically 
transmitting images from a capturing device to an external apparatus. However, 
examiner has already discussed the deficiency above. As a result, the rejection 
towards claims 23 and 24 are maintained. 
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Fredlund/Allen 

61 . The deficiencies found in claim 28 have already been discussed above. In 
response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the references, 
the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or 
modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is 
some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references 
themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. 
See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re Jones, 958 
F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, motivation of why to combine 
Fredlund/Allen has been discussed above. 

Fredlund/Allen/Enomoto 

62. In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, the examiner has 
stated that Enomoto provides a payment service in which the customer chooses their 
mode of payment. Further still, Fredlurid also discloses in Figure 5 a type of payment 
option. One skilled in the art would have found it obvious that using the teachings as 
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disclosed by both Fredlund arid Enomoto to include a payment service for services 
rendered in accordance with the payment mode specified by the user. 

Conclusion 

63. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerardo Araque Jr. whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3747. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30AM - 
4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



GA 

3/23/07 




